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 UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP BRINGS RENEWABLE ENERGY AND RENEWED QUALITY OF LIFE TO WHEELER TERRACE

Washington, D.C., September 28 -- An award-winning model of sustainable urban redevelopment has replaced a notorious crime "hot spot" in D.C. Ward 8's Washington Highlands neighborhood, thanks to resident initiative and a partnership of city, federal and industry leaders assembled by developer Community Preservation and Development Corporation (CPDC).

"Wheeler Terrace has expanded the definition of [what’s possible in] affordable housing by making sustainability and health a high priority," observed Mark James, senior real estate development officer for CPDC and Wheeler Terrace project manager. The redevelopment transformed a dilapidated garden apartment complex into a high performing green property that is a healthy place for Section 8 residents to live. The following partners made the sustainable redevelopment of Wheeler Terrace possible.

Financial Partners

Union Bank - Union Bank provided both construction and permanent financing for CPDC’s redevelopment of Wheeler Terrace. The $15.4 million for construction and $8.4 million as a permanent mortgage were structured to give the project the needed capital at terms that are sustainable for the long term.
“CPDC’s expertise at redeveloping properties in a green and sustainable manner made Wheeler Terrace a national model for the revitalization of older affordable housing developments. Union Bank is proud to have provided the financing for such an exemplary project,” said Jim Mather, Senior Vice President, Union Bank. 

For more information:  Jim Mather, Senior Vice President, Union Bank, Jim.Mather@unionbank.com, 925-947-2403


PNC - PNC, which has in its portfolio more newly constructed green-certified buildings than any other company in the world, provided a $12.1 million equity investment in Low Income Housing Tax Credits for the rehabilitation of Wheeler Terrace. PNC successfully partnered with CPDC for a $355,269 grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh for Wheeler Terrace. Moreover, PNC provided a $25,000 grant to assist with financial literacy for adult residents, an additional $20,000 for the Green Opportunity Center, and funded a state-of-the-art playground for the children. The playground build took place in April 2010 and included more than 200 volunteers from PNC, CPDC, KaBOOM! and residents.  In one day, volunteers moved, mixed and poured 16,000 pounds of concrete and 46,980 square feet of mulch.  They assembled the playground equipment, constructed six adult picnic tables, four child's size picnic tables, four Mendocino benches, and four trash can containers.

"We are honored to have been involved in the dynamic transformation of Wheeler Terrace -- an innovative model for affordable housing and comfortable, healthy living," said PNC Bank Regional President Michael N. Harreld.  "May all who live here continue to enjoy their wonderful new living space, safe playground, and beautiful surroundings.”
For more information: Paul Connolly, Vice President, PNC Real Estate, paul.conolly@pnc.com, 212-527-7308


Enterprise Community Partners, Inc. - Enterprise partnered with CPDC in 2007 on the complete rehabilitation of Wheeler Terrace, providing multiple levels of funding support: 

· $4,000,000 acquisition loan, Enterprise Community Loan Fund 

· $25,000 early predevelopment grant, Enterprise Community Loan Fund

· $50,000 Enterprise Green Communities grant 

The refurbished property received Enterprise Green Communities' certification for green affordable housing. Enterprise Green Communities is working to transform the way communities think about, design, build and rehabilitate affordable housing. Since 2004, Enterprise has provided more than $700 million in financing, equity and grants to developers to build nearly 16,000 green affordable homes that promote health, conserve natural resources, increase energy efficiency and enhance access to jobs, schools and services.  


"Enterprise is proud to be a long-standing partner with CPDC in providing quality housing that serves low- and moderate-income residents in Washington, D.C.," said David Bowers, vice president and Washington, D.C. impact market leader with Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.  "The loan and grant capital Enterprise provided for this development will allow Wheeler Terrace to provide a safe, healthy and environmentally sustainable place for local families and children to call home. Wheeler Terrace is yet another development that proves affordable housing can be built to high performance standards."

For more information: David Bowers, Vice President and Washington, D.C. Impact Market Leader, Enterprise Community Partners, Inc., dbowers@enterprisecommunity.org, 202-649-3925.

D.C. Department of Housing and Community Development: The Department of Housing and Community Development's (DHCD) mission is to create and preserve opportunities for affordable housing and economic development and to revitalize underserved communities in the District of Columbia, and Wheeler Terrace epitomizes that mission. DHCD provided $5,769,863 in Housing Production Trust Fund dollars and $4,480,137 in Community Development Block Grant dollars to acquire and redevelop Wheeler Terrace into "green" affordable housing for households earning 30% or less of Area Median Income.

"Wheeler Terrace epitomizes DHCD's mission of preserving affordable housing and revitalizing communities," said DHCD Director Edmonds. "One a well-known source of crime and blight and one of 14 'hot spots', this site is now a prominent example of affordable housing preservation and green building."

For more information: Najuma Thorpe, Public Affairs Specialist, DHCD, najuma.thorpe@dc.gov, 202-442-7253.

D.C. Housing Finance Agency: The permanent financing for Wheeler Terrace included tax-exempt bonds issued by the DC Housing Finance Agency (DCHFA). Established in 1979 to stimulate and expand homeownership and rental housing opportunities in Washington, D.C., DCHFA accomplishes its mission by issuing mortgage revenue bonds that lower the homebuyers’ costs of purchasing homes and the developers’ costs of acquiring, constructing and rehabilitating rental housing. In the 30 years since its inception, DCHFA has provided capital for more than 14,000 units of affordable rental housing, helping over 6,000 District residents become homeowners, and investing no less than $2.5 billion dollars into the economy of Washington, D.C.
For more information: Terri J. Copeland, Public Relations Manager, D.C. Housing Finance Agency, tcopeland@dchfa.org, 202-777-1650
Architectural Partner
Wiencek + Associates Architects + Planners - The architect for Wheeler Terrace, Wiencek + Associates Architects and Planners, is responsible for the design of the project.  Their involvement included early planning and idea generation from day one through LEED documentation, construction administration and building turnover.  While sustainable design was still gaining momentum and difficult to achieve in affordable housing, CPDC was firmly committed to making Wheeler Terrace one of the first LEED Gold Certified and Green Communities Certified, Project-Based Section 8 developments in the country.  They turned to Wiencek + Associates, an award winning architecture firm specializing in socially responsible and sustainable design solutions that create, improve and revitalize communities.  Both client and architect recognized that the tenants of Wheeler Terrace were the primary focus and set out to achieve three main goals: 1. focus on improving tenant safety; 2. reduce out-of-pocket utility costs; and 3. improve indoor air quality to reduce the high rate of asthma and other respiratory illnesses.   
Jay Wilson, project manager for Wiencek + Associates, said: “This was a challenging project and we learned a lot!  Through many changes and investigations into scope options, in-depth energy and life cycle cost analysis and a complex engineering and architectural design we were able to show that making Wheeler Terrace ‘green’ would save a tremendous amount of utility and operation costs over the 20 years that CPDC would own the project.”  

“The design exceeded every expectation in terms of environmental sustainability, but it is the social sustainability that is our truest achievement.” said Michael Wiencek, president of Wiencek + Associates. 
Contact: Jay Wilson, Director of Sustainable Design, Wiencek + Associates Architects + Planners DC, LLP, jwilson@Wiencek-Associates.com, 202-349-0742

Quality of Life Partners

National Center for Healthy Housing - With funding from HUD, the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH) is studying the health impacts of the Wheeler Terrace Green Renovation. NCHH is evaluating changes in asthma status, mental health, respiratory health, and other important health conditions for children and adults. As part of this study, NCHH funded numerous health upgrades for the development, including improved ventilation, moisture control, greener pest control (called integrated pest management), and safety measures. NCHH consulted with the project architects and developer and is actively educating community residents to help ensure that Healthy Homes principles continue after this project is completed.
"The Wheeler Terrace project shows that affordability, energy efficiency and public health can be pursued simultaneously, with little additional cost and tremendous benefits. CPDC is blazing a trail in affordable, healthy and green housing, which we hope many developers will soon follow," said Executive Director Rebecca Morley.
For more information:  Rebecca Morley, Executive Director, NCHH, 443-539-4159, rmorley@nchh.org 

KaBOOM!  - KaBOOM! is a national non-profit organization dedicated to saving play. KaBOOM! partnered with The PNC Financial Services Group and CPDC to build a new playground in a single day with 200 volunteers at Wheeler Terrance on April 10, 2010. In less than seven hours, KaBOOM! guided volunteers into moving 46,980 square feet of safety surfacing and mixing more than 10,000 pounds of concrete by hand in order to build the playground. Providing a great place to play for children is a critical need for any housing development and prior to this project, the children living at Wheeler Terrace did not have access to a safe place to play.

"At KaBOOM!, our vision is a great place to play within walking distance of every child in America," said Kathryn Lusk, KaBOOM! Project Manager who oversaw the Wheeler Terrace project. "Thanks to the efforts of all the volunteers and PNC Financial Services Group for providing a majority of the funding for the project, we were able to move one step closer to that vision and provide a gift that every child deserves: a great place to play."

For more information:  Mike Vietti, Communications Manager, KaBOOM!, mvietti@kaboom.org, 202-327-0086
Casey Trees - Casey Trees helped to “green” Wheeler Terrace by providing a treescape plan for the community and working with residents to plant 26 trees. Casey Trees provided trees, tools, volunteers and technical assistance for the tree plantings. The tree types and locations were chosen by Casey Trees’ high school interns.  By working with CPDC Project Manager Mark James, the interns explored the best locations for trees based on a number of environmental issues including creating shade for a walkable community, providing food for the community garden, managing storm water, enhancing the aesthetics of the site and creating a safe place for children to play.

 
“The Wheeler Terrace and Casey Trees partnership is a model for greening urban landscapes by meeting the needs of diverse populations and creating beautiful spaces. We hope to continue to work with CPDC on projects throughout the District. CPDC has set the standard for green affordable housing,” said Maisie Hughes, director of planning and design for Casey Trees.
 

For more information:  Jared Powell, Director of Communications, jpowell@caseytrees.org, 202-349-1894
